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Welcoming new leadership

Friends,

It is with great excitement that | write this letter in my role as the new
Executive Director of Minnesota Alliance With Youth. With over two
decades of public service in the Minnesota State Legislature, and 17
years as a middle school teacher, | am thrilled to be part of an
organization that directly influences young people through its programs.

One of my core values is the belief in the transformative nature of
education. We must work tirelessly to engage and reengage students in
learning, ensuring that they have the support and resources necessary
to succeed despite the obstacles they may face.

| extend my deepest gratitude to our community for their partnership
and support. | am eager to collaborate with each one of you to continue
making a positive impact on those we serve.

Warm regards,
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Jim Davnie

MEMBERS IN
ACTION

AmeriCorps Promise
Fellows

Alliance AmeriCorps
VISTA members

Minnesota Youth
Council
Representatives



Investing in Students:
AmeriCorps

The Alliance’s AmeriCorps programs support exceptional
Minnesotans in paid service to young people in schools and
organizations statewide. Our AmeriCorps Promise Fellows
and VISTAs make a difference in the lives of Minnesota 4
young people, strengthen our communities, and
cultivate lifelong leadership in work and life.

In 2022, the Alliance conducted an Impact Study

of the AmeriCorps Promise Fellow program,
focusing on the program’s impact on school
attendance. Results from the Impact Study showed
significant attendance gains for students served by Promise Fellows.

The study found that, on average, students that participated in the program attended an additional week, or
roughly five days of school, relative to students that did not participate. The analysis showed an ever larger
benefit for Asian American, Latinx and multiracial students; with each of these student demographic groups
showing an increase of approximately 10 additional days of school attendance each year.

Regular school attendance has a proven positive correlation with course grades AND on-time high school
graduation.

Impacting our future:
Minnesota Youth Council

The MYC is an accessible avenue for young people to understand and navigate how decisions are made at the
state level and how they can influence the process. The MYC advocates for broad systems change that places
young people in meaningful positions in the conversations and spaces where decisions are being made about
their lives, both at the capitol and beyond.

During the 2022/23 program year, the Minnesota Youth Council co-hosted Youth Day at the Capitol, convening
over 400 students for a day of youth-led workshops and advocacy trainings to teach the students how to
effectively advocate about issues they are passionate about and then practice those skills in a meeting with
their local elected officials.

The Minnesota Youth Council held two commitee meetings with
elected officials where they heard testimony from bill authors on
proposed legislation. Several MYC Representatives provided
their own testimony during legislative committee hearings
throughout the session, and the MYC as a whole wrote nine
feedback letters detailing their opinions and suggestions to
lawmakers.







THANKS TO OUR GENEROUS
DONORS AND SUPPORTERS

Corporation for National and Community Service
ServeMinnesota

Graves Foundation

Minneapolis Foundation

Richard M. Schulze Family Foundation

Otto Bremer Trust

Think Bank

Carlson Family Foundation

Minnesota Office of Justice Programs

and many generous individual donors

BOARD OF DIRECTORS

Karen Converse Anne Parish

Business Process Consultant, Optum Digitall Denfeld Out-of-School Time Coordinator,
Kevin Dahle Duluth Community School Collaborative
High School Teacher, Northfield Public Schools Angelo Perez

Tiaryn Daniels, Co-Chair Personal Banker, Frandsen Bank and Trust
Recruitment Consultant, Computer Futures James Prince

D’'Andre Gordon Student, The Blake School

Supervised Release Program Case Manager Jody Warden, Co-Chair

Center for Court Innovation Manager of Corporate Social Responsibility,
Simone Hardeman-Jones, Interim Treasurer Target Corporation

Executive Director, GreenlLight Fund

Minnesota Alliance With Youth's mission is to work in partnership with youth
to ensure that ALL young people have equitable educational opportunities
that foster their individual assets, honor their voices, and prepare them to

reach their goals.

o ™ info@mnyouth.net 9 1400 Van Buren St NE
MEETS Mpls MN 55413

STANDARDS (@ www.mnyouthnet (§) 6124607568

smartgivers.org



