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WHAT

What is
the MYC?
THE MISSION
The Minnesota Youth Council (MYC)
mobilizes middle and high school students
across the state to create equitable systems
through youth led outreach, education, and
advocacy.

THE VISION
The Minnesota Youth Council envisions a
state that prioritizes the agency and voice of
young people from all backgrounds. The
Minnesota Youth Council is a platform from
which representatives amplify the voice and
power of young people in Minnesota.
Members are trained in critical thinking,
public speaking and leadership skills
necessary to act as representatives of youth
and change agents in their communities and
across the state.
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MYC Timeline
1997
1998-2001

The Alliance is created!

The Minnesota Youth Council (MYC) mobilizes middle
and high school students across the state to create
equitable systems through youth led outreach, education,
and advocacy.

2001-2003

MYC changes from statewide council to being part of Twin
Cities Promise (not housed at the Alliance).

2003-2005

MYC does not exist in any capacity.

2005-2007

MYC starts again through partnership with YCC (OST
network). A lot of focus groups take place to determine
what the MYC should look like

2007

MYC moves away from YCC and exists only within the
Alliance

2007-2012

Marquart approaches the Alliance about creating a bill and
recruiting from congressional districts. Youthprise
approaches Alliance about supporting MYC, and expanding
the scope.

2012

MYC expands from 20 members to 65, focus on the
congressional districts, begins active work on passing the
bill, expands education work and introduces philanthropic
work.

2013

MYC gets written into law! Statute 124D.957.

2014

MYC hosts its first two 2016-2017 AmeriCorps Promise
Fellows.
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About the
MYC

ABOUT

WHO IS ON THE MYC?
The MYC is comprised of 36 youth members
in grades 8-12.
There are 4 Youth Representatives in each
of the 8 Congressional Districts and 4 atlarge members. There is a group of
corresponding Adult Partners to support the
work of the MYC.

The only legislatively-mandated youth advisory
board to a state legislature in the U.S.!
WHAT DOES THE
MYC DO?
The MYC determines new initiatives each
year that empower and mobilize youth in
Minnesota. Youth Representatives
participate in legislative committee hearings
at the MN capitol 2 to 4 times per year. They
hear about youth-related bills from
legislators and provide feedback on bills to
state legislature.
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HOW

How MYC
Shows Up

The MYC's work and mission centers around
Outreach, Advocacy, and Education. Wha t
does that look like?

OUTREACH
The MYC is a platform from which youth representatives
amplify the voice and power of their peers across the state
of Minnesota. These young leaders are the go-to group in
Minnesota for elevating and championing youth voice in
decision-making.

ADVOCACY
Through their work at the state legislature, the MYC acts as a voice
for youth to the legislature and the governor. Minnesota Youth
Council members hear testimony on bills related to young people
and develop feedback letters to the authors of each bill heard.

EDUCATION
In addition to their work at the state legislature, the youth
representatives engage in a variety of youth-led trainings
centered around crafting elevator pitches, civil dialogue,
value and asset mapping, and more relevant topics.
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About
Minnesota
Alliance
With Youth

ABOUT

GOALS
1. Challenge existing systems to
integrate youth voice.
2. Promote policies that support
equitable access to education.
3. Develop strong systems of
engagement and collaboration.

CORE VALUES
Equity, Quality and Collaboration.

THE MISSION
Founded in 1997, Minnesota Alliance With
Youth works with and for youth, engaging
them as equal partners in finding the most
effective and equitable solutions to our
state’s graduation crisis. The Alliance works
in partnership with youth to ensure that ALL
young people have equitable educational
opportunities that foster their individual
assets, honor their voices, and prepare them
to reach their goals. The Alliance envisions a
Minnesota that supports young people in
building their own present and future.

CONNECTION TO
THE MYC
The MYC is an initiative of the Alliance,
providing space and support to and for
Youth Representatives.
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The MYC Becomes Law
Minnesota Youth Council Committee Bill, Statute
124.957 is written into law on May 22nd, 2013.
The bill:
Established the MYC as the “voice of youth” to
the MN State Legislature and Governor
Created an official committee within the state
legislature solely comprised of MYC members
Gave the MYC The ability to introduce
legislationMYC began actively working on the
bill in 2012

EXPECTATIONS

MYC Rep Expectations
Attend MYC meetings and events. If unable to attend, let
staff know at least 48 hours beforehand.
Actively contribute thoughts and ideas to the council.
Represent not only yourself, but the youth of your district.
Communicate with the staff and Council members on a
consistent basis.
Show respect to the opinions and beliefs of other MYC
members.
Have an open mind and a readiness to learn.
Each Council member must dedicate to the council as
much as they are able.

MEMBER COMMITMENT
Four full council retreats per year
About 15-20 hours per month
Youth in Educational Leadership Summit
Youth Day at the Capitol
Work with partners and committees to
complete any action items developed by
Council and committees
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MYC
Adult Partners
Minnesota Youth Council (MYC) uses a
youth-adult partnership model that
stresses the importance of adults and
young people sharing power. MYC Adult

ADULT PARTNERS

ADULT PARTNER
COMMITMENT
Four full council retreats per year,
this may include coordinating
and/or providing transportation to
your Youth Representative,
subject to their individual needs.
Youth Day at the Capitol

Partners play an integral role on the

Maintain regular contact with

Minnesota Youth Council by helping Youth

your MYC Youth Representative

Representatives prepare, reflect,
advocate, and collaborate on planning and
programming. Additionally, adult partners
are typically from the same geographic
area as their youth partner - providing
mentorship, supporting their participation
at Minnesota Youth Council events, and
giving an important local perspective to
the statewide work. Adult partners help
build bridges that lead to their youth
partner’s success.
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and MYC Staff should any issues
arise.

CONGRESSIONAL
DISTRICTS
IN THE U.S.

IN MINNESOTA

The U.S. is divided into 435 congressional districts (CD), each

Minnesota is currently divided into 8 CDs, each

with a population of about 710,000 people. In each district, a

represented by a member of the United States House of

representative, also called congressmen/congresswomen, is

Representatives. 4 MYC members represent each of the 8

elected to the House of Representatives for a two-year term.

congressional districts, with 4 at-large members in addition.

MYC CD CHAIRS
Each MYC congressional district will elect one member to
serve as CD Chair. This member will act as a point person
for communication with staff and community partners.
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Subcommittees
THE 4 FOCUS AREAS
Minnesota Youth Council members focus their impact on four issue areas: Health and Wellness, Environmental
Justice, Education Equity, and Juvenile Justice. MYC Reps select with subcommittee they are most interested
in sitting on at the beginning of each program year.

JUVENILE JUSTICE

EDUCATION EQUITY

The MYC Juvenile Justice Subcommittee

The MYC Education Equity Subcommittee

seeks to disrupt the school-to-prison

works to advance learning opportunities

pipeline and advocates for young people

and options available for students in order

involved in Minnesota’s carceral system.

to create better educational experiences,
and personalized and holistic education for
all young people in Minnesota.

HEALTH AND WELLBEING

ENVIRONMENTAL
JUSTICE

The MYC Health & Wellness Subcommittee

The MYC Environmental Justice

advocates for the holistic support of young

Subcommittee works to address the realities

people across Minnesota, focusing

of climate change and environmental racism,

specifically on mental and sexual health.

and advocates for Minnesota’s investment in
sustainable energy.
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Annual Program
Calendar
SEPTEMBER 09

MYC Kickoff
MYC Staff 1:1s with

OCTOBER

10

DECEMBER

12

Subcommittee

Subcommittee

Meeting

Meeting

Meeting

-Values Framing & Asset

-Focus area bill review

-Focus area bill selection

MYC Monthly

MYC Monthly

Mapping

Fall Retreat

01

11

Subcommittee

Youth Reps

JANUARY

NOVEMBER

FEBRUARY

02

Meeting

Meeting

-Legislative Session Prep

-Focus area bills finalized

MARCH

03

APRIL

Subcommittee

Subcommittee

Subcommittee

Subcommittee

Meeting

Meeting

Meeting

Meeting

YDAC & Spring

MYC Monthly

Retreat

Meeting

04

-YELS workshop brainstorm

Winter Retreat
-Legislative Session bill
selection

MYC Monthly
Meeting
-YELS event planning

MAY

05

JUNE

Subcommittee

End of Year

Meeting

Celebration

-End of Year Wrap Up

YELS

06

MYC KEY EVENTS
Throughout the year, the Minnesota Youth Council
has 4 total retreats as well as one subcommittee and
one monthly meeting each month.

MYC Monthly
Meeting
-Legislative Report
Finalization
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Meeting Structure
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WHAT IS A
MONTHLY MEETING?
Monthly meetings occur during the third

WHAT IS A
SUBCOMMITTEE
MEETING?

week of the month. This is time to meet as
a full council and develop skills such as
civil dialogue, value mapping, elevator

Subcommittee meetings are held at

pitch development and much more. These

during the first Sunday of each month.

meetings also include time to meet with

This is time to be in space alongside your

various state agencies and corresponding

fellow subcommittee members on

projects.

primarily bill and policy related work.
These meetings also include time to meet
work specific to your individual focus

WHAT IS A
RETREAT?

area.

The MYC holds quarterly retreats that

with community partners engaged in

provide extended time together as a full
council. This is an opportunity to dive
deeper into subcommittee policy work as
well as ongoing MYC inititives and skill
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development.

WHO ARE MY
REPS?

MYC Fast
Facts

Minnesota has 2 U.S. senators and
8 representatives in U.S. House of
Representatives.

WHO CAN I
CONTACT WITH
QUESTIONS?

You could find your local and state
representatives here:
https://www.gis.leg.mn/iMaps/dist

MYC staff! Feel free to connect

ricts/

with staff via phone or email for

WHAT IS A
BILL?

any questions, thoughts, or
feedback you have around the
MYC. Staff hope to support the
work that you all are doing,

A bill begins as an idea that is

whatever that might look like.

written into legislative language,

WHAT IS A
HEARING?

also called a "bill drafting". This is
usually done by Senate or House
Counsel (Lawyers), Research and

During a hearing, proponents and

Fiscal Analysis or by

opponents of the bill testify about

the Office of the Revisor of

the strengths and weaknesses of

Statutes. Once the bill is fully

the bill. Any person may testify on

prepared, a legislator must become

any bill (if there's time). Members

the primary author. Usually, this is

of the committee may change a bill

A feedback letter is a simple and

the same legislator who helped

- called "amendments".

‘persuasive’ policy advice prepared

draft the bill. It is introduced and

Amendments are usually added

for a group, legislator or authority

read on the House/Senate floor by

either to improve a bill, or to

that makes a decision on a bill. It is

the author. It is then given an

promote compromise between

often the main vehicle in creating

official file number

proponents and opponents of the

and administering public policy. It

and assigned to a committee for

bill. Then, after weighing the pros

seeks to inform decision makers

study.

about a policy issue by providing an

and cons, committee members vote
on the bill to decide next steps.

WHAT IS A
FEEDBACK
LETTER?

in depth analysis of the policy and
providing changes or addition to
current policies.
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CONNECT WITH
OTHER REPS!

HOW CAN I KEEP
UP TO DATE WITH

All
Things
MYC?

CONNECT WITH
YOUR ADULT
PARTNER!

Other Youth Reps on the MYC,

Your Adult Partner is a great

especially returning members,

resource for connection to

are a constant source of

community partners and

knowledge! Reps often connect

organizations. Their role is for not

via social media for continued

only professional but personal

support.

connection.

CONNECT WITH
MYC STAFF!

MYC Staff are here for you via
email or phone for any questions,
thoughts, and feedback that you
have along the way!

Read the weekly updates to
learn about current updates,
action items, upcoming events,
and opportunities
Check out the resources
available in the MYC Google
Classroom
Engage with the Alliance and
MYC on social media
@mnyouth & @mnyouthcouncil
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