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YELS SCHEDULE

1:00 PM
GRANT APPLICATION & YOUTH
ORGANIZING Q&A PANEL

2:00 PM
ROUND 1 WORKSHOPS

3:00 PM
ROUND 2 WORKSHOPS

3:30 PM
ROUND 3 WORKSHOPS

4:00 PM
ROUND 4 WORKSHOPS

5:00 PM
ROUND 5 WORKSHOPS

YELS AGENDA

TIME

SESSION

1:002:00PM

Grant Application & Youth Organizing
Q&A Panel

2:003:00PM

3:003:30PM

3:304:00PM

4:005:00PM

5:006:00PM

Youth
Implementing
School-Wide
Restorative
Practices

Climate Justice
Education Bill

Grassroots Organizing and
the Bottom-up Approach
for Environmental Justice
Organizing

Tobacco Prevention
and Policy Organizing

Know Your
Rights

UI for All: How
High School
Students Won
$70 Million
Dollars!

How to Talk to
Legislators

How the US Healthcare
System has Failed POC

Feed Your Potential With
Plant-Based Foods

Education Equity
and What the
School System
Refused to Teach
Us

The Ins and
Outs of Teen
Organizing:
Burnout,
Tokenism, &
Reality

Mental Health
& the
Pandemic

Amplify your
Audience The Power of
Marketing

Sexual
Reeducation: The
Effects of Sexual
Education and
Youth Resources
on a Community

Increasing
Representation
for Girls in
STEM & How to
Take Action

Sessions center around 4 focus areas:
JUVENILE JUSTICE

EDUCATION EQUITY

ENVIRONMENTAL JUSTICE

HEALTH & WELLBEING

2021 YOUTH VOICE SERVICE
GRANT RECIPIENTS:

GRANT
APPLICATION &
YOUTH ORGANIZING
Q&A PANEL
The Youth Voice Service Grant selected
20 projects completed by young
organizers throughout the state of
Minnesota. During our opening session
of the day, YELS attendees will have the
opportunity to engage with the
recipients in a Q&A style format to learn
how you too can further your youth
organizing journey.

Ready to begin your
youth organizing journey?

LEARN MORE SOCIAL JUSTICE
THROUGH THE HUMANITIES:
YOUTH VOICES IN ACTION
GRANT

Kaliah Linear
Luckyna Her
Mahlate Belete
Aleya Berry
Leilani Rosengren
Milissa Harper
Alec Vang
Belle Vang
Josephine Vang
Norah Vang
Naula Xiong
Hiermela Tewelde
Rebecca Oyebanji
Sherifat Alowonle
Fikre Mebrate
Amina Abdiaziz
Sidarth Gazula
Tahm Loyd
Gabriel Thao
Claire Aamodt
Addie Cooper
Emilie Tinnes
Edie Weinstein
Maggie McConville
Chikamso Chijioke
Olivia Miller
Sophia Klepp
Suwayda Hussein
Marianna Suna Xiong
Raniya Abawari
Rayaan Abdulkadir
Emi Gacaj
Maddie Klun
Malikai Bogan
Reyna Lee
Katie Kapphahn
Trinity Hanif
Bridget Westrum
Alya Nimis-Ibrahim
Katelyn Dorry
Johnette Ostlund
Haley Adkins
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ROUND 1 SESSIONS

2:00 - 3:00 PM
REACH'S RESTORATIVE JUSTICE AMBASSADORS: YOUTH
IMPLEMENTING SCHOOL-WIDE RESTORATIVE PRACTICE
How young people can make policy and cultural change within the school
system? Learn about the barriers and successes Students Offering Support (SOS)
Ambassadors encountered since taking on the effort to replace punitive
punishments with restorative processes that restore and build relationships at
their school.

CLIMATE JUSTICE EDUCATION BILL
Learn about climate justice education, its applications and why it's important.
Climate justice education is a form of climate change education that shows the
links between systemic oppression and climate change. It can be interdisciplinary
and taught at all levels. We'll also facilitate discussions about what youth hope
climate change education should look like in schools.

HOW TO TALK TO LEGISLATORS
“How to talk to legislators” is a session targeting beginners and anybody who
wants a refresher on staying engaged with elected officials. We’ll start with a
presentation, then move on to demonstrations and a mock scenario, and end
with an email writing session.

MENTAL HEALTH ADVOCACY IN THE PANDEMIC
This virtual space is created and led by youth and for youth in Minnesota. We
encourage youth to come together to process, connect, and support each other
during times of racial injustices, deteriorating mental health, and fight for a better
future. In this space, we will have a short lesson contextualizing mental heath
during the pandemic in America, and an open discussion of experiences as youth
who are navigating through today's world.
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ROUND 2 SESSIONS

3:00 - 3:30 PM

GRASSROOTS ORGANIZING AND THE BOTTOM-UP
APPROACH FOR ENVIRONMENTAL JUSTICE ORGANIZING
In this session, we will look into the history of grassroots organizing, look at the
benefits of the bottom-up approach, and look into ways that grassroots
organizing and the bottom-up approach can be used to create positive change
within our own communities.

HOW THE US HEALTHCARE SYSTEM HAS FAILED POC
Did you know that African-American infants die at twice the rate of white infants?
Or that Hispanics are 50% more likely to die of diabetes than non-Hispanic
whites? How about that American Indians/Alaska Natives have a higher rate of
suicide than any other race? In this session, we'll investigate why these health
disparities exist and what you can do to help stop them.
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ROUND 3 SESSIONS

3:30 - 4:00 PM

TOBACCO PREVENTION AND POLICY ORGANIZING
This presentation will inform about current youth tobacco use in Minnesota and
how youth can engage decision-makers in this work.

FEED YOUR POTENTIAL WITH PLANT-BASED FOODS
Learn more about what plant-based cooking is in this presentation from the
owner of Nai’s Delights, a Black-owned and female youth-led company with
products that are reasonably priced and made from scratch with quality
ingredients. You will have the opportunity to learn how to make a quick 30
minute meal you can make at home through a live cooking demonstraton.
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ROUND 4 SESSIONS

4:00 - 5:00 PM
KNOW YOUR RIGHTS
In this session we will learn how to safely and effectively interact with law
enforcement, when and how to exercise your constitutional rights in police
interactions, and the laws you should be aware of in situations like protests and
curfews. We will also have a liason from the Legal Rights Center available to
answer any questions and engage in an open dialogue in the end.

EDUCATION EQUITY AND WHAT THE SCHOOL
SYSTEM REFUSED TO TEACH US
Our session will be focused on highlighting the inequities of education in our
schools, and the flaws in our system. We will talking about the chain-of-command
and giving attendees a broader insight on how decisions about us have been
made without us. This'll be an interactive workshop where we hope to engage
with everyone through questions, discussions, and breakout rooms!

SEXUAL REEDUCATION: THE EFFECTS OF SEXUAL
EDUCATION AND YOUTH RESOURCES ON A COMMUNITY
Join the Body Org team as we present Sexual Reeducation, a deep dive into how
access to comprehensive sexual education and inclusive health services improves
youth outcomes in the educational, social, and physical realms. We will explore
what sex ed looks like both locally and globally, and examine the gaps of
knowledge left by traditional public school sex education. Included in our
presentation will be personal stories from our presenters, who will delve into a
variety of topics, including sexuality/gender, birthing, disability awareness, period
poverty, and the racism enveloped within these fields. Detailed statistics and
information on the relationship between public health and sexual health, the
repercussions of purity culture, and the importance of reproductive justice will be
featured. Our own work and opportunities for involvement within the fight for
comprehensive sexual education will be highlighted, and we look forward to
additionally facilitating a space for safe, open, and candid conversation and
discussion on personal experiences and the impact of these issues on youth.
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ROUND 5 SESSIONS

4:00 - 5:00 PM
UI FOR ALL: HOW HIGH SCHOOL STUDENTS
WON $70 MILLION DOLLARS!
Our workshop will be focusing on the power of youth voice and how young
people were able to sue the state of Minnesota and win $30 million dollars! We
plan to discuss our movement and what it took to win our fight - while having an
interactive discussion and a representative outreach workshop to strengthen your
advocacy work!

THE INS AND OUTS OF TEEN ORGANIZING:
BURNOUT, TOKENISM, & REALITY
The Ins and Outs of Teen Organizing: Burnout, Tokenism, & Reality” will dive into a
conversation surrounding our experiences as youth organizers. We’ll start with a
conversation to debrief on how we’re feeling amidst the state of our state. Then,
move on to a quick presentation about coping mechanisms and self-care
remedies. Finally, we’ll end with a resource-sharing opportunity, so we can build a
community of young organizers.

AMPLIFY YOUR AUDIENCE - THE POWER OF MARKETING
Each year, so many of us youth have incredible ideas and passions. However, so
many ideas go unnoticed or do not reach our desired audiences. Join this session
to learn more about different tools, strategies, and tips to help amplify your
audience and get your message across. During this fun and interactive session,
you will have the opportunity to learn more about marketing from industry
professionals, ask questions, and play a Kahoot with gift cards as prizes! Overall,
you will be able to learn so much that you can use to apply to your initiative or
organization.

INCREASING REPRESENTATION FOR GIRL IN STEM/
HOW TO TAKE ACTION
This workspace was created by youth and led for youth in Minnesota. I invite you
to come and join a meeting that revolves around how you can take action in your
community! Far too often are we passionate about an issue, but we don't have the
resources to take action. Today, you will learn about my journey in taking action
and how you can too!

LEARN MORE ABOUT

TODAY'S PRESENTERS!

Full bios for all of today’s presenting individuals and
groups can be found on our website at:
mnyouth.net/yels/yels-2021-presenters/

The views and opinions being shared at the event today are
those of the presenters, not those of the Minnesota Youth
Council, Minnesota Alliance With Youth, or our sponsors.

Learn more about the Minnesota Youth Council and
Minnesota Alliance With Youth at www.mnyouth.net.

Instagram: @mnyouthcouncil
Twitter: @mnyouthcouncil

Instagram: @mnyouth
Twitter: @mnyouth

YELS 2021 is made possible by the generous financial support of:

